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CULTURAL, HISTORIC, AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Maui is an island rich in history, culture, and traditions. Beginning with the

arrival of voyaging Polynesians, and progressing through time to the modern

day, Maui has

developed into a

diverse community.

The island’s

archaeological

artifacts, folklore,

historic buildings,

landscapes, people,

traditions, languages,

and lifestyles are all a

part of its history.

Cultural, historic, and

archaeological

resources provide us

with a connection to

the past and a sense

of identity and place.

They inform us of our

history and provide us

with an understanding

of Maui’s people, past

and present.

Wo Hing Society Hall, Lahaina.



HERITAGE RESOURCES

Background Information

Beginning with the early Hawaiians, Maui has become home to people from across the globe. Each
group has made its mark on the island. The early Hawaiians arrived more than a thousand years ago by
voyaging canoes from Central Polynesia. They brought with them their language, traditions, and
lifestyles. Maui’s culture today is rooted in Hawaiian traditions – the Aloha Spirit, the Hawaiian
language, hula, surfing, and the beauty and spirit of the land.

Maui’s Cultural
Resources

Provide a Sense
of Identity
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Western explorers arrived in Hawai`i using modern tools of navigation and sailing. They arrived to
Hawai`i as sandalwood traders, whalers, and in 1820 as missionaries. Around these economic activities,
small towns developed to provide goods and services. American and European institutions, traditions,
and culture became rooted in Hawai`i during the rapidly changing period of the 19th century.

With the massive growth of the plantation industry, the need for labor also grew, resulting in the
importation of workers from Asia, Europe, South and Central America, and the South Pacific Islands.
This influx created incredible ethnic and cultural diversity within the County.

Banyan Tree Park, Lahaina.


